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Hybrid rice to benefit from new public-private partnership

major new partnership aims to

increase rice production across Asia
via the accelerated development and
introduction of hybrid rice technologies.
The new effort comes at a crucial time
for Asia as the region struggles with
high rice prices caused by stagnating
yields.

IRRI hosted the inaugural meeting
of the Hybrid Rice Research and
Development Consortium (HRDC) on
3—4 April 2008. Hybrid rice varieties
have the potential to raise yields and
thus overall rice productivity and
profitability. Successful deployment
of hybrid varieties, however, requires
more effective cooperation between
public research institutionsand private-
sector companies to overcome current
constraints.

THE LATEST WORK of Japa-
nese sculptor Mitsuaki Tanabe,
which commemorates the Sval-
bard Global Seed Vault (see The
ultimate backup on pages 10-11
of Rice Today Vol. 7, No. 2), will
be permanently on display at the
Global Crop Diversity Trust head-
quarters in the Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO) building
in Rome, Italy. Mr. Tanabe, who
also has a sculpture at IRRI
headquarters in the Philippines,
is seen here on 1 April 2008,
unveiling the work, named A
seed of wild rice MOMI-2008.
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Participants at the meeting—which
included 15 public-sector institutions
from across Asia—learned about new
plant genetic resources available or
under development at IRRI, reviewed
research on hybrid rice management,
discussed new research priorities,
and made decisions on other HRDC
activities such as capacity building for
both sectors.

Achim Dobermann, IRRI’s deputy
director general for research, said that
rice farmers in Asia will beneft from
accelerated access to hybrid rice-based
technologies such as more and better
hybrids, quality seed, knowledge, and
services that can be provided by the
new public-private partnership.

For more information, visit
http://hrdc.irri.org.
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Pests thrive on pesticide

Pesticide overuse is, ironically,
a major cause of planthopper
infestations. This was a key message
at the International Planthopper
Conference, attended by 88 scientists
at IRRI headquarters on 23—-25 June.
Problems caused by planthoppers,
amajor insect pest that can destroy one-
Tfth of a rice harvest, have intensifed
across Asia in recent years, ravaging
millions of hectares of rice in southern
Chinaand Vietnam and causing the loss
of thousands of tons of the grain at a
crucial time for global production
Planthoppers are normally kept in
check by natural biological phenomena,
such as other animals that prey on
the pest. Over the past 20 years,
developments such as integrated pest
management, reducing unnecessary
insecticide use, and breeding
planthopper-resistant rice varieties
have helped keep the pest under
control. However, increasing insecticide
resistance is becoming a concern.
“One of the key problems is overuse
of pesticide,” said IRRI entomologist
and conference organizer K.L. Heong.
Peter Kenmore, chief of plant
protection services at the Food and
Agriculture Organization, said that
farmers often overuse insecticides for
fear of losing their production.

NEW BOOK—-Philippine rats: ecology and management

Edited by G.R. Singleton, R.C. Joshi, and L.S.
Sebastian; published by the Philippine Rice
Research Institute; 215 pages.
he Philippines is home to more than 60
species of rats and mice, only a few species
of which are serious crop pests. Those that do
cause problems, though, can be devastating.
This book documents current knowledge
on Philippine rodents, their ecology,
systematics, diseases, and management. It
covers a wide array of topics, including the
shift in the management of rodent pests
from heavy reliance on chemical control to
the emergence of ecologically based rodent
management; biology and management in
complex agroecosystems; ecology of pest and
native rodent species; and their impact on
farming communities.
Philippine rats: ecology and management
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includes information on major social
consequences of rodents in rural environments
such as forgoing the planting of a second rice
crop, sporadic acute production losses (often
30-60%), and the loss of labor and income
because of diseases transferred to humans by
rodents (including leptospirosis).

The book comes with two CDs: simple
identification keys to quickly differentiate pest
and nonpest rodent species in rice and nonrice
habitats in the Philippines, and a searchable
comprehensive bibliography and database on
Philippine rodents.

For more information, contact Grant
Singleton (g.singleton@cgiar.org). For
ordering information, see http://tinyurl.
com/5eavdy or contact Necitas Malabanan
of PhilRice: phone +63 44 456 0651; email
nmalabanan@philrice.gov.ph.
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Awards and recognition

ant Virmani, former IRRI
Sprincipal scientist, received the
Padma Shri Award from Indian
President Prathiba Patil on 10 May in
New Delhi (pictured, right). The award
honored his contributions made at IRRI
to the development and dissemination
of hybrid rice technology in tropical
countries, including India. Dr. Virmani
was also honored by the city of Plano,
Texas, where he now resides. Plano
Mayor Pat Evans proclaimed 22 June
to be “Dr. Sant Singh Virmani Day” in
Plano. He was awarded a plaque from
the Netlink Foundation in honor of his
service to humanity in combating hun-
ger and poverty around the world.
IRRI Deputy Director General for
Research Achim Dobermann is the
recipient of the 2008 International
Fertilizer Industry Association (IFA)
International Crop Nutrition Award.
The award recognizes Dr. Dobermann’s
pioneering research to fne-tune fertil-
izer and crop management practices to
improve productivity of rice, maize, and
soybean production systems in an en-
vironmentally sustainable way. He was
honored at the IFA Annual Conference
on 20 May 2008 in Vienna, Austria.
Reiner Wassmann, coordina-
tor of IRRI's Rice and Climate Change
Consortium, has been formally recog-
nized by the United Nations Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) for substantial contributions
to the IPCC’s Nobel

greenhouse gases emissions (the 2006
IPCC Guideline on National Greenhouse
Gases Inventories).

IRRI associate scientist Romeo
Cabangon is the 2008 Outstanding
Filipino Agricultural Engineer in the
feld of soil and water management.
He was recognized for his contribution
to the advancement of science in the
feld of soil and water conservation,
specifcally the development of water-
saving technologies in rice-production
systems in Asia.

Eugenio Castro, associate scien-
tistat IRRI's Training Center, was named
this year’s Outstanding Professional of
the Year in the feld of agricultural en-
gineering. The award recognizes Mr.
Castro’s expertise, manifested through
his work in the design, development,
and improvement

Peace Prize award.
The IPCC and former
U.S. Vice President
Al Gore were award-
ed the Nobel Peace
Prize for 2007 “for
their efforts to build
up and disseminate
greater knowledge
about man-made cli-
mate change, and to
lay the foundations

for the measures that PRI 1D
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are needed to coun-
teract such change.”
Dr. Wassmann was
one of the authors of
the new guidelines
to quantify national

NOBEL PEACE PRIZE

of technologies in
small-, medium-,
and large-scale
farming.

IRRI weed
scientists were
honored at the
Annual Confer-
ence of the Pest
Management
Council of the
Philippines held
in Puerto Prin-
cessa, Palawan,
on 6—9 May. Joel
Janiya received
the Pest Man-
agement Award
in Research in
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recognition of his outstanding achieve-
ments on crop protection research.
Rolly Fuentes won the Best Paper
Award in Weed Science in collaboration
with AuroraBaltazar and Florinia
Merca of the University of the Philip-
pines. Teodoro Migo was elected
president of the Weed Science Society
of the Philippines for 2008-09.

IRRI also received awards at the
38th Crop Science Society of the Phil-
ippines (CSSP) Annual Conference on
12-16 May in lloilo City. Honors includ-
ed Best Poster (Upstream Research),
Best Poster (Downstream Research),
Best Paper (Upstream Research), and
a CSSP Achievement Award for Tech-
nology Development, won by Plant
Breeding, Genetics, and Biotechnology
(PBGB) Division associate scientist
Alvaro Pamplona. Renato Reafio,
CSSP president in 2006-07, received a
Testimonial Award.

IRRI's 2007 nationally recruited
staff awards were presented during the
Institute’s Board of Trustees meeting
on 11 April. Alice Laborte, associate
scientist in the Social Sciences Divi-
sion won the Award for Outstanding
Scientifc Achievement for her work on
land-use modeling. Norberto Quil-
loy, research technician in PBGB, won
the Award for Outstanding Research
Support for his work in plant breeding
activities. Happily for Rice Today, the
magazine’s production and distribution
team—George Reyes, Juan Lazaro,
Ariel Javellana, Jose Raymond
Panaligan, Meg Mondofiedo, Em-
manuel Panisales,and Chris Quin-
tana—won the Award for Outstanding
Administrative Support.

Rice Today also had an excellent
year in the Association for Com-
munication Excellence (ACE) Cri-
tique and Awards Program, win-
ning Gold (first place) awards for
magazines and periodicals in the
Publishing category (Rice Today
production team), for photography
in the Feature photo category (Ariel
Javellana), and for writing for maga-
zines in the Writing category (Adam
Barclay). Mr. Javellana also won a
silver award in the Environmental por-
trait or personality photo category.





